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In the most recent payout from a 2004 drug bust, 11 law enforcement agencies in metro Detroit 
will split $3,736,062 in criminally forfeited funds, U.S. Attorney Stephen Murphy announced 
Tuesday. 
 
The Novi Police Department received a check for $1,632,359.49 as part of its share of forfeited 
funds - boosting its total to $5.6 million from the 2004 drug bust, Police Chief David Molloy 
said Tuesday.  
 
According to Molloy, in March 2004, Novi police officers were called to a motel in the city 
because there was a hysterical woman at the front desk. The woman, who spoke only Spanish, 
told officers there was a dead body in a room.  
 
Inside the room, the woman pointed to suitcases and upon opening them police found them filled 
with cash. A subsequent investigation uncovered more cash stored in a house in Northville.  
 
In all, police recovered $15 million then reported the cash seizure to federal authorities, Molloy 
said. It was the beginning of the crackdown on one of the biggest marijuana distribution 
organizations in the country, he said.  
 
Several municipal, county, state and federal agencies participated in the investigation of 
Quasand Lewis , 35, of West Bloomfield and his organization.  
 
Lewis pleaded guilty in April to narcotics trafficking and money laundering. Federal authorities 
said he oversaw the distribution of 30,000 kilograms of marijuana in Detroit, California, Arizona 
and elsewhere. Twenty-two others have either pleaded guilty to various charges and are awaiting 
sentencing. Four others are fugitives believed to be in Mexico, according to the U. S. Attorney's 
Office in Detroit.  
 
In addition to Novi, other law enforcement agencies receiving money were the Farmington Hills 
Police Department, Troy Police Department, the Monroe County Sheriff's Office, the Wayne 
County Sheriff's Office, the West Bloomfield Police Department, the Warren Police Department, 
the Sterline Heights Police Department, the Oakland County Narcotics Enforcement Team, the 
Michigan State Police and the Detroit Police Department.  
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